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"APE AL ae 


Dzar Miss, 
1 SHALL never venture to queſtion the propriety 


of your commands, and therefore chearfully ſub- 
mit to the taſk you have been pleaſed to impoſe ; 
and heartily wiſh I had a more formidable antagoniſt 
to deal with. One approving ſmile from my dear 
Molly, will amply compenſate a few hours labor. 
I am convinced that you have too much good ſenſe 
to receive any impreſſions from ſuch flimſy argu- 
ments, calculated by ſpecious glare to catch the va- 
cant eye of fools, and make the thoughtleſs flare. 
Some people care not for the fatigue of thinking ; and 
this Appeal is extremely well calculated for the meri- 
dian of ſuch intellects as are not overburthened with 
the multiplicity or preciſion of their ideas. 
The title, —* An Appeal to the ſerious and candid 
* profeſſors of Chriſtianity,” —a tacit acknowtedgment 
of his ſcanty expeQation to proſelyte rea] Chri wk 
they 
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they think too much; his ſpringes are for woodcocks, 
mere nominal Chriſtians, like St. James's Dipſucos, 
(there's a little bit of Greek for you) who are con- 


Nantly wavering and blundering about a meaning. 


By a lover of the Goſpel.—So faid apoſtle, juſt 


mentioned, informs us, that the black gentry in the 


Infernal regions are ſtaunch believers. 

The advertiſement in the ſecond page is a modeſt 
requelt to wiſeacres, to be as malicious againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt as he wiſhes them to be. 

He begins with, —“ My Chriſtian brethren ,”— 
which puts me in mind of that part of the burial ſer- 
vice pronounced by the truly venerable clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed church, when they commit to the duſt the 
body of an atheiſt, miſer, rogue, or cuckold, with 
the title of their dearly beloved brother, and take 
their leave of him in ſure and certain hope. 

You will not expect that I ſhould point out 2% the 
nonſenfrcal and abſurd paſſages m that treatiſe, which 
carry their own ridicule with them, and are ſo eaſily 


diſcernible by a perſon of your nice taſte; a few of 


them I ſhall make bold to ſet in their proper light. 
There is ſome pleaſure in tracing the miſtakes of an 
author, who, though warped by prejudice, writes 

ood ſenſe, producing ſtrong and nervous arguments 
in defence of erroneous notions ; but nonſenſe is like 
a tangled ſkein, breaking into ſo many uſeleſs pieces 


in the. untwiſting, that one's patience is tired, and a 


great deal of trouble muſt be thrown away to very lit- 
tle purpoſe. 

The unmaſked plan of this elaborate work is to de- 
grade the character of Jeſus Chriſt, to pourtray him 
in a ridiculous light, to repreſent him as a wrong- 
headed, impious, falſe, iooliſh, and infamous journey- 
man carpenter, or (10 uſe his own elegant and expreſ- 
fixe terms) as a mere man, like yourſelves, or any 
other Jew, as I ſhall clearly evince to you, before I 
have done with him. Such is this miſerable haſh of 
ſecond-hand deiſtical viands! I did once think of ex- 
citing your mirth at the expence of this Pr Pr money ; 
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but I feel too much for its unfortunate author. I 
cannot perſuade myſelf to believe that our Savior, has 
juſtly exaſperated our author, by any intentional in- 
jury, to deſerve ſuch illiberal returns of rancor and 
acrimony. I wonder not that he treats the apoſtle 
Paul with indignity, becauſe ſaid apoſtle was fo un- 
lucky as to differ from him in opinion; but in the im- 
petuous fury of his malice againſt the Son of God, he 
has not ſpared the Father: for he looks on the Al- 
mighty's terms as extremely reprehenſible, when he 
commanded all the angels of God to worſhip this Jew. 
and that all men ſhould honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father. 

Like an unhappy wretch in the iliac paſſion, whoſe 
convalſed bowels force out excrementitious matter by 
the mouth, he foams out ſuch fœtid ſtuff againit the 
Redeemer, with ſuch impotent rage, and uncouth re- 
ſentment, as at firſt extorted a ſmile : I could not help 
ie, he gave me fo juit an occaſion ; but at the ſame 
time I felt a ſpontaneous tear trickle down my cheek. 
It is not in nature, ſays the poet, not to ſcorn a 
fool; but the delirious rav.ngs of a maniac claim our 
compaſſion. 

At your command I did read the firſt paragraph 
with invincible gravity. On peruſal of the ſecond, 
all power of ee retention was defeated. —** If 
„by the bleſſing of God upon our common endeavors 
« to lead and be led into al truth, I ſhall be ſo hap;y 
eas to bring ye to entertain the ſame views of things 
« with myſelf, we ſhall rejoice together.” —If he 
means any thing by the bleſſing of God, it is a 
modeft expectation that the Almighty ſhould work a 
miracle to make people think like himfelf ; as the ig- 
norant practitioner tells his patient, that the medicines 
preſcribed, by the bleſſing of God, will remove his 
diforger : and that, indeed, is all he has for it; yet 
furely, Miſs, a piece of brea and butter would per- 
form the ſame feat, with the ſame miraculous inter- 
poſition. You will ſay the unſcilful leech has no right | 
to expect a miracle to ſkreen his jgnorance and folſy:; 
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and, in my humble opinion, the author has not a 


whit better claim on the Supreme Being. If he means 
the common concurrence of Divine Providence in the 
ordinary courſe of things, he will find no ſuch obli- 
ging interference from that as to blunt the thinking 
powers of all his readers, that they may entertain the 
Jame views of things with himſe!f. 

Delicious Self-conſequence k— thou comfortable 
ſweeiner of all the enjoyments of this tranſitory life! 
When a man ſuſpeQs he is wrong, how delighted is 
he to meet with ſome of the worſhipful fraternity of 
the ſame ſpecies to which he has the honor to be- 
long, who entertain the ſame views of things awith 
himelf. f 

By rejoicing together, T confeſs myſelf at a loſs to 
form any conjecture at his meaning: it is a paſſage 
perfectly incomprehenſible. 

in his firſt chapter he treats his reader as the 
Jancing-matter does his female pupil—Hold up your 
head, Miſs, tal al dera] ; turn out your toes, Mits, 
tal al deral. There's a pretty lady !—and chucks her 
under the chin, 

Judgment, my dear Molly, conſiſts in the proper 
ſeparation of our ideas, and diſcriminating, with ac- 
curacy and preciſion, between thoſe of apparent ſimi- 
litude : it is, indeed, a faculty of which nature has 
been exceeding parſimonious to our author, or he 
could not have made ſo coarſe and foolith a compa- 
riſon as that of tranſubſtantiation with the exiſtence 
of a Deity ; an object of our ſenſes with what is not 
even an object of reaſon: for no human intellect can 
conceive of a being without beginning; or ſimple and 
undivided, yet omnipreſent. 

This author argues in a moſt unfair manner : he 
attempts to cajole his reader by ſmooth ſpeeches, jum- 
bles his ideas together, inſtead of dividing them by 


Judgment, and endeayors to inveigle the ignorant and 
- unthinking, by a few ſagar-phams, to entertain the 


ſame views of things with himſelf. Such procedure 


muſt appear intolerably offenſive to mea of ſenſe; ag . 
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3 
they are not the ſort of folks the Doctor ſeems deſirous 
of having much to do with. 

Eſteem reaſon as highly as you pleaſe, and be thank- 
ful for the capacity of its exertion ; but never go bc- 

ond its tether, left you babble as ſillily as this writes. 
i am not behind-hand with him in regard to the de- 
ference due to reaſon, or in the love of candor : for 
I ſolemnly declare, were a ſociety formed profeſſedly 
for the fole purpoſe of worſhipping the devil, ſo far 
from being perfecuted, or that others have a right to 
give them any moleſtation in their diabolical meetings, 
I think from the bottom of my heart they ought to 
be tolerated. | 

The free uſe of reaſon is not only allowable, but 
extremely commendable, ſo long as it deviates. not 
from its proper walk ; when it runs riot, it demands 
that pity which ſenſible people muſt feel for a Bed- 
lamite, or our author. Were 77 to inſiſt on a perfect 
knowledge of the manner in which a ſingle ſpire of 
graſs grows, e'er it would believe the propoſition, that 
there is ſuch a thing as graſs, you would ſmile, or 
ſhake your head at its unfortunate owner. The growth 
of every ſeed inſults our reaſon; nor am I capable of 
comprehending how that motion is conveyed which 
guides my pen. No wonder then that the eſſence of 
a ſelf-exiſtent Being is ſomewhat perplexing to under- 
ſtand or account for. Let us leara humility from the 
pious and royal Pſalmiſt :—* Lord, my heart is not 
de ae nor my eyes lofty, neither do I exerciſe 
„ myſelf in great matters, or in things too high for 
« me. My toul is even as a weaned child,” 

The right uſe of reaſon cannot be too warmly re- 
commended. Reaſon convinces us, that many things 
are to be believed which we cannot account for. To 
explain cr underſtand a myſtery, is a contradiction in 
terms z yet every Chriſtian believes that great is the 
myſtery of .godlineſs God maniteſted in the fleſh. 

At the cloſe of the firſt chapter he ſays, Do not 
think that by recommending the uſe ol reaſon I am 
about to decry the Sciiptures.” — This puts me in 
mind of a gentleman who paid a viſit to a nobleman, 
18 when 
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when a little favourite dog of his lordſhip's ran and 
bit him by the leg. Don't be alarmed, fic,” ſays my 
lord,“ my dog never bites.” The viſitor, by a blow 
with his cane, laid the peeviſh animal dead at his feet. 
Don't be offended, my lord,” ſays he, © I never 
*« ſtrike dogs.” It js a curious piece of effrontery for 
a man to pretend a regard to the facred writings, 
while he attempts to eradicate the baſis on which 
they are founded, | 

The ſubject of his ſecond chapter is the power of 
man to do the will of God. This is, indeed, an in- 
tricate one, to which our author's abilities are by no 
means adequate. If you ſhould ever think fit to ho- 
nor me with your commands to write an anſwer to any 
other book, for Heaven's ſake, Miſs, let it be one 
that has a little common ſenſe in it. This author 
ſeems to blunder from perverſeneſs, yet, like the Irith- 
man in the play, as naturally as though he did it on 
purpoſe. But of the many inſtances of incortigible 
ſtupidity in this chapter, | ſhall only ſeled the follow- 
ing, where he has introduced paſſages from Scripture, 
which make as much againit him as the arguments 
uſed by Swift's coquet, | 

Who proves herſelf a Tory plain 

From principles the Whigs maintain; 

Or to defend the Whiggiſh cauſe, 

Her topics from the Tories draws. 
To prove the validity and extenſiveneſs of the power 
of man to do the will of God, he quotes, with a little 
twiſting, according to cuſtom, what 1 will tranſcribe 
fairly.—** All the imaginations of man's beart are only 
evil, and that continually—We are not ſufficient of 
4 qurſelves to do a good action, or think a good 
„ thought—All our ſufficiency is of God.“ Which 
laſt, by the way, he frankly acknowledges, after all, 
he believes may and muſt be the caſe. 

Poor thing! he muſt bid at wit too; as it owes 
him a ſhame, he had better keep out of its way, He 
has juſt as good a reliſh for it as a ſick horſe has for a 
boiled chicken. His wit is ſomething like a ſneeze, 
which ſeems juſt coming, yet never cames. He is 

not 
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not mighty happy at familiar alluſions, witneſs that of 
the honeſt man's houſe on fire, with his children 
peeping out of the window, while old Square-toes 
pockets the key, and with wonderful phlegm bids 
them to come out at the door. Such a fimilitude 
might force a horfe-laugh from Heraclitus ; but what 
mutt every reaſonable creature think of fuch a com- 
pariſon to his Creator? As a man I love this author, 
though I never ſaw him; as a wrong-headed: one, 
whoſe talents at compoſition are truly deſpicable, I 
moſt ſincerely pity him; his doctrinal notions ] can- 
not expreſs ſufficient indignation againſt, the true 
Chriſtian will fee/ it to be impoſſible. His writings 
are not badly calculated to ſeduce the majority of his 
readers: for no two ſubſtances in nature ſo ſtrongly 
and reciprocally attract each other as a foo!'s head 
and nonſenſe. | 

I am afraid to proceed in the diſcuſſion of this 
piece. I tiemble for you, my dear girl, leſt 1 ſhould 
excite ſome paſſion in your boſom leſs amiable than 
that of pity. Suffer me then to take leave of this 
author and his low buffoonery, without farther ftric- 
tures on this or the two next equally contemptible 
chapters, on original ſin and election; in the firſt of 
which he acknowledges that we ſuffer by the fin of 
Adam, but ate nothing the worſe for it (N. B. This 
work was deſigned for the peruſal of Hibernians) ; and 
in the ſecond aſſerts, that the tender mercies of the 
Deity are crueity ; very obligingly and cavalierly 
dictates to God Almighty how he ought to have 
ated, and if he has not behaved in ſaid manner 
(which he ſeems grie vouſſy to ſuſpect) moſt frumpiſhly . 
declares he will not be acceſſary to the production of 
any more children; for he muſt then look on the Su- 
preme Being in ſuch a light as no man would chooſe - 
that he himjelf ſhould appear in. I fay, leaving him 
for the preſent, I will repreſent theſe doQrines to you 
as they really are, as far as reaſon, ſcripture, and. 
ſound philoſophy combined, will help us to the diſ- 
cloſure of them. —Hiatus valde deflendus—(y& bree 
epiſtles are here omitted, on account of their length.) 


— 
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The doctrines of original fin and election have been 
aſſented to by the greateſt and wiſeſt of our fellow- 
creatures; there could have been no harm in it, 
therefore, if this author had treated them with ſome 
degree of decency, unleſs he knew what might be ſaid 
in their defence, could rally with a better grace, or 
play the buffoon with more propriety. 

[ ſhall now lay before you the prodigious arguments 
and nervous reaſoning againſt the divinity of Chriſt, of- 
fered by this his determined and implacable reverend 
enemy. I have already removed his moſt formidable 
objection, which once ſapped, the whole tremendous 
ſuperſtructure muſt fall to pieces: for this prop, like 
the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, is an hetero- 
genous mixture of iron and clay Here we have it 
trumped up. again in this extraordinary chapter— 
„For theſe abſurd and impious doctrines (as he is mo- 
« deftly pleaſed to ſtile the divinity and atonement of 

« Chriſt) can no more be believed, if not explained, 
than a propoſition in an unknown tongue.” —I have 
before proved, that in the conimon affairs of life we 
believe many things totally unexplicable ; and if our 
author will give no credit to the exiſtence of vege- 
tables or animals, I cannot help it : yet were an ex- 
planation demanded from him how he is nouriſhed by 
bread, I fear his account of that familiar proceſs 
would be ſomewhat lame, and perhaps not leſs devoid 
of incorgruities or ſelf contradiftions than the reſt of 
his writings. Unluckily for him, theſe 7mprous and 
abſurd opinions were maintained by Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, the primitive Chriſtians, the fathers, and the 
wiſeft men the earth ever bore; if you and I err, it 
is with great and good company. That a Deity ex- 
iſts, is a propoſition, I humbly preſume, that requires 
our aſſent ; yet to ſay, That if not explained, it 
„has no ſtronger a claim to our faith than a propoſi- 
« tion in an unknown tongue,” is what would ſcarce 
be thought neceſſary by a genius leſs acute and pene- 
trating than that of our profound author. | 

W Lena man of integrity relates facts of which he 
has a perfect knowledge, we believe him on his oe: | 
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Shall we heſitate at believing God on his word? Here 
reſts the argument Has God revealed this, or no? 
If the divinity of Chriſt is taught in the divine oracles, 
it as juſtly demands our aſſent as the exiſtence of a 
Deity, though the holy penmen have made no attempt 
to explain either. It were ſufficient to ſatisfy any 
reaſonable conſiderate perſon of this, to peruſe with 
what ſolemnity the apoſtle John cloſes his firſt epiſtle. 
« This (or as it ought to be tranſlated) He is the true 
„God. There is one only ever-living and zrue God.“ 
The fame perſon aſſures us, That the Word was 
„ever with God, and that the Word is God ;” 
and, leſt we might miſtake his meaning, adds, 
that © this Word was made fleth, and dwelt among 
#109,” 


Chriſt is called Emanuel, God with us God ma- 


nifelt in the fleſh—the ALmicnrTy—the oy wiſe 
God—God over all—the brightnets of his Father's 
glory, and expreſs image of his perſon—the mighty 
God and everlaſting Father To the Son God faith, 
„ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.“ —in 
him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
Jedge—In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily One with the Father—He that hath ſeen 
him hath ſeen the Father—All that the Father hath 
is mine—Being in the form of God, he thought it no 
robbery to be egzal with Ged. Can any diſpaſſionate 
perſon ſeriouſly read and maturely weigh the above 
ſcriptural paſſages, and reconcile them with the belief 
of Chriſt's being no more than a mere man? The 
faith of ſuch an one mult be ſufficiently ductile to en- 
velope trar.ſubſlantiation, if a fat benefice were an- 
nexed to it. In this fifth chapter, which 1s a horrible 
compound of miſquotations, blaſphemy, and nonſenſe, 
he declares, that Chriſt was far from thinking ſuch 
an impious robbery as that of being egal with God. 
St. Paul's opinion and the doctor's are diametrically 
oppoſite. The laſt quoted pailage has always been a 
choke-pear to Socinians, and no little pains have been 
taken to twiſt and ſcrew and torture it to ſume other 
meaning, but to no purpole ; the words will one 

other 
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other conſtruction, nor the context any other ſenſe, 
if there is the leaſt meaning in language. Our doctor 
has, with amazing ſagacity, made a moſt important 
diſcovery, which, conſidering. the mediocrity of his 
genius, reflects the higheſt honor on him. It is this; 
that the apoſtle means ro when he ſays yes; and 
though he has expreſſed bimfelf as ſtrongly as poflible 
to the contrary, yet he intended to affirm that Chriſt 
did not think the robbery ; that is to ſay, after 
many doubts and fluctuations in his own mind, he at 
length came to this concluſion, that he thought he 
might be wrong in looking upon biniſelf to be equal 
with God. Suppoſing the words would bear this cu- 
Tious gloſs (which is not true) what pretty {tuff mutt 
the apoſtle talk! He is giving an inſtance of the hu- 
mility of Chriſt ; and a moſt wonderſul one it would 
be, to ſay that he was not ſuch a proud, arrogant, 
.wrong-headed man, as to think himſelf egua/ with 
God. Would not any man, even our author, who 
aſſures us he regards himſelf as on a level with Jeſus 
Chrift, if he were to offer ſuch a proof of his own 
humilicy, be treated with the utmoſt and juſteſt deri- 
fion? Was Paul ſo merrily diſpoſed when he wrote 
this, as to be framing conundrums for ſuch wiſe heads 
as this doctor's to crack? 

To his prophane ſneer at the beginning of this 
chapter, I ſhall only oppoſe the ſubſequent text ;— 
« The church of God, which he hath purchaſed with 
« his own blood.” | 

He will have it to be a popiſh doQrine, and it 

ſeems twas the myſtery of iniquity that hath exalted 
2 man into a God, a creature into a Creator. Better 
words, doctor, do not laſh all the writers of ſcripture 
in ſo unmerciful a manner. The apoſtles John and 
Paul confiden ly aſſert, that Jeſus Chriſt created all 
things in heaven and earth; and, to preclude all poſ- 
ſible cavil, add, that without him was nothing made 
that was made. If he is a creature, he muſt then 
have made binilelf ; it not, according to the account 
of the aforeſaid apoſtles, he muſt be the ſelf-exiitent 
Being. This is another reaſon which inclines me to 
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think that our Savior is a being ſomewhat ſuperior to 
any other Jew, or even to the doctor himſelf: for I 
cannot ſatisfy myſelf that if ſaid doctor had created all 
things, matters would have been quite ſo well ar- 
ranged as they are at preſent. I ſhould rather doubt 
whether that man is mighty converſant with the ſacred 
writings, who can fo deliberately and peremptorily 
pronounce, that Chiſſt is no more than a mere man, 
(the ourſelves, or any other Few. 


— 


Not to dabble any longer in ſo filthy and noiſome a 


jakes as is this fifth chapter of our author, I thall 


now ſtate this doctrine as revealed, and then anſwer 
all objections that ever were or can be made to it. 

If the peculiar titles of the Supreme Being are 
aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt; if he is declared to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of the unalievable prerogaiives, and of all the 
incommunicahle attributes of the Deity, we may cer- 
teinly addreſs him with equal ſafety, irreprehenſibi- 
lity, and propriety, as the apoſtle Thomas did, when 
he exclaimed, [My Lord ! and my God! 

The two particular titles which God will not give 
unto another are, JEHOVAH, the ALL-yrowerrvuL, 
and I AM, the SELF-EXISTENT. The fiſt was not 
uſed by any but the high-prieſt, and by him but once 
4 year, when he entered into the holy of holies. 
This unutterable tetragrammaton, as the Jews termed 
it, is aſcribed to Chriſt in an infinite number of 
places, particularly in the book of Plaims. The other 
unappropriable title Chriſt applies to himfe!f, —© Be- 
© fore Abraham was I AM. Then took they up 


„ ſtones to ſtore him ,”—which they had done before, 


on his ſaying, © 1 and wy Father are one,” When 
he inquired the reaſon of ſuch unkind treatment, they 
replied, “ Becauſe thou being a man, makeſt thyſeif 
„ equal with God.” Upon this repeated intimation, 
and ſo much more explicit, it would have not only 
been impoli ic, but ungenerous and ' unjuſt too, to 
have talked in this equivocal manner, if he were a. 
mere man; whereas inſtead of undeceiving them with 
expreſſions of the warme! indignation at their im- 


_ pious ſurmiſes, he perfectly acquieſces in their inter- 


pretation 


n 


pretation of his meaning, and tacitly avows it, by 
immediately working a miracle to effect his eſcape 
from their fury. 

The Hebrew word always tranſlated God, is plural, 

and marks diſtinctions in the Divine Effence ; thus the 
Elohim or Gods faid, “ Let ws make man.” The 
cherubim (or figure of the great ones) teraphim, 
urim, thummim, &c. were little reſemblances of the 
Elohim, allowed to the church in its infantine ſtate, 
but not worſhipped, all conſiſting of more figures 
than one: theſe were the Gods that Rachel ſtole, 
who was no idolater ; and ſuch were the Gods taken 
from Micah by the Levite, whoſe heart was glad 
when he had the offer of being prieſt to a tribe rather 
than to one man. To this origin, perhaps, was ow— 
ing that multiplicity of Gods among the heathens, 
who followed their own vain and foolith imaginations. 
The Elohim cannot be tranſlated into our language 
juſtly but by the word Gods, as it fignifies more than 
one: © Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy Gods are one 
„ Jehovah.” 
_ Chriſt claims the poſſeſſion of all the incommuni— 
cable attributes of the Supreme Being: All that 
„the Father hath is ine.“ To be more par- 
ticular: 

SELF-EXISTENCE,—IT AM—Has life in himſelf— 
By him all things confiſt—He was before all things, 
&c. 

ErERNITV.— The Ancient of days — The Begin- 
ning— The everlaſting Father Alpha and Omega 
He laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens 
are. the work of his hands — Was ever with the Fa- 
ther, &c. 

ImMUTABILITY.—To the Son God faith, Thou 
art the ſame—Jeſus Chrill the ane yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. . 

OMNniroTENCE.—The mighty God—Gaod over 
all—Has all power in heaven and earth—Upholdeth 
all things by his power—Chriſt the power of God— 
The ALuIGHTY— Created all things (creation is an 
act of the Divine volition, an exertion of Omni- 


potence) 


1 
potence)—All glory, and honor, and power, and 
praiſe to the Lamb, for ever and ever, Amen. 

OMNISCIENCE.,—Lord, thou knoweſt all things— 
Knew what was in the heart of man, the ſole prero- 
gative of Deity—All the treaſures of knowledge are 
hid in him. 

OMNI RESENCE.— He filleth all thingg—Lo! I 
am with you always, even to the end of the world 
Wherever two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midft of them. | 

VIS Dbou.— The only wiſe God, our Savior—In 
him are all the treaſures of wiſdom—Chrift, the wiſ- 
dom of God. | 

- Gop Is Love.—As the Father hath loved me, / 
have I loved you. : 

Gov 1s TrzuTn.—This is life eternal, to know 
thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſent We know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an underſtanding that we may know. 
him that is tn , and we are in Him that is true, in his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. He is the true God and eternal life, 
1 John v. 20. > 

Theſe are a few of the many ſimilar paſſages in 
Scripture / expreſs in the declaration of the divinity 
of Chriſt, that it does not appear poſlible how Infinite 
Wiſdom could convey this doctrine to mortals in 
terms leſs ambiguous or unequivocal. If ſuch things 
as theſe may be predicated of any other Jew, I will 
not ſcruple to affirm, that it muſt be the deſign of 
God to miſlead us, and that he never could be in ear- 
neſt when he commanded all the angels of God to 
worſhip Chriſt, and that all men ſhould honor the 
Son even as they honor the Father, ; 

What can be thought of thoſe men who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, yet refaſe to pay divine honotrs to 
their maſter, though ſuch neglect is ſo expreſsly con- 
trary to the mandates of God t M ho baptize children 
in the name of one God and two creatures. and diſ- 
miſs their audience with the vlefling of one God, one 
inere man, and another creature whom they know. 
nothing at all about? What ſolemn mummery! 75 

at 


That you may know every thing that can be al- 
ledged in oppoſition to this doQtrine, I will lay before 
you all the objections that can be made to it. 

It is objeCted, that it is contrary to reaſon, becauſe 
there can be one only true God; to this the Scrip- 
tures alſo aſſent: yet what he ig, none but himſelf 
can inform us. Reaſon may with much more pro- 
priety ſubmit to revelation than to thoſe crabbed 
truths in natural philoſophy, to which it finds itſelf ſo 
unequal. It is revealed that there are three diſtinc- 
tions in the Divine eſſence (by men, perhaps impro- 
perly, called Perſons, becauſe perſonal properties are 
aſcribed to them) though one and the ſame true God, 
Man was made in the likeneſs of the Elohim : the 
human mind has three diſtinctions in it, intellect, me- 
mory, and will, compoſing one and the ſame mind; 


to explain either is impoſſible ; the latter we believe, 


becauſe we feel it to be a truth ; the former we have 
equal reaſon to believe, on the ſtrength of revelation. 
Reaſon has nothing to do with objects of faith. God 
muſt beſt know his own nature, and cannot deceive 
us, nor would he have revealed what was not proper 
and neceſſary for us to believe. The childiſh playing 
upon words, that three cannot be one, nor one three, 
is worthy of ſuch a ſtrong reaſoner as our author, 
That God's whole eſſence is in every point of ſpace, 
is a much more groſs inſult on reaſon than the belief 
of diſtinctions in the Divine effence ; yet he that 
doubts the omnipreſence of the Deity, will ſcarcely 
be eſteemed over-wiſe. There is and muſt be in the 
Divine nature what, though we cannot comprehend, 
if revealed, it is our duty humbly to take upon truſt, 


and to believe that there are three that bear record in 


heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that theſe three are one. If we make not a noſe 
of wax of our Bible, the divinity of Chritt is as clearly 
revealed as if wrote by a ſun-beam. 

The anxiety of the doctor about the Jews and 


Turks is needleſs; the cul:ivation of his own mind 
is far more intereſting and important. A noble acqui- - 


fition would it be, were he to gain a ſmall patch of 
| that 
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that garment the apoſtle recommends to Chriftians : 
« Be ye clothed with humility.” His conchifion is 
the ſtrongeſt argument in the whole chapter, viz. 
that it is a moſt impious and abſurd doQtrine ; and if, 
revelation is not freed from it, it cannot appear 
worthy of God. Quos Jupiter dult perdere prius de- 
mentat? Why ſhould I trouble you with the rav- 
ings of a lunatic? Jet us, my dear Miſs, be ſatisfied 
with being preſcribed to, and not preſcribe rules to 
our Creator. The ſpirit of God only ſearcheth the 
deep things of God. | 

The objections drawn from Scripture demand our 

erious attention ard diſcuſton. Lelping icaion is 
unworthy of refutation. When the full - orbed mocn 
ſcatters her pale and ſolemn fplendor, a man would 
ſpend his time very indiſterentiy who ſhould argue the 
oint with every reſtleſs noiſy cur that barked at her, 
in grave hopes 'to convince them that they had nd 
caute to make themſelves nneafy about her. 

Though I entertain a deference ſomewhat on this 
ſide of adoration for that maſterly writer and prince 
of reaſoners, the reverend author of the Appeal, yet 
I could not help offering the above arguments, which 
I humbly preſume are ſuthcient for the ſuſpenſe of my 
aſſent to what fo great a man peremptotily and confi- 
dently aſſerts, with his own peculiar elegance of dic- 
tion, viz. that Jeſus Chriſt is no more than ſuch an 
one as himſelf, or any other Jew: I cannot help think- 
ing that there are ſome things related of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which could not ſo conveniently be predicated of the 
Doctor; as for inſtance, ** Other foundation can no 
man lay, fave that which is already laid, even 


« Jeſus Chriſt; neither is there ſalvation in any other, 


„nor any other name under heaven given amon 
men whereby they may be faved.” I beg to be 
excuſed from ſubſtituting the Doctor's name for that 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; becauie, believe in the Doctor, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, ſounds ſomewhat aukwardly : 
and though I am as confident, as Paul was, that the 
Savior is able to keep what I commit unto him to the 
great day, yet J have ſome ſcruples ſtill ne re- 
ative 
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lative to the power of the Doctor, and till they are 
removed, I hope he will pardon me for not truſting 
my ſoul in his hands, leſt he ſhould diſpoſe of it in a 
manner not perfectly to my own ſatisfaction; for the 
mind I am at preſent in, I would rather chooſe to 
king dying Stephen, Lord Jeſus receive my 
„ ſpirit.” | 
The doQrines of the divinity and atonement of 
Chriſt, I fear not, Miſs, to place before you in ſuch a 


light, as ſhall preclude the leaſt ſhadow of doubt.— 


But firſt to anſwer the objections brought from Scrip- 
ture. Theſe may be all reduced to a ſingle point of 
view. It is wholly owing to a deficiency of that diſ- 
criminating faculty, Judgment, in thoſe perſons who 
ha ve produced ſuch paſſages to invalidate a truth fo 
Clearly revealed : for judgment would have enabled 
them to diſtinguiſh what is applicable to the divine 
and what to the human nature of Chriſt, of whom it 
is aſſerted in Scripture, that he is the /rue God: we 
are alſo aſſured from the ſame authority, that he is a 
man, made in all things like unto his brethren : and 
we are informed, as our Doctor (for once) juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that Chriſt acts in a mediatorial capacity. 
Let us keep theſe three plain truths in our minds, and 
every line in the divine records that ſeems to militate 
againft the divinity of Chriſt will immediately loſe its 
whole force, and become reconcilable thereto, in the 
moſt eaſy, obvious, and intelligible manner. As a 
day's man, he can lay his hand upon both, that is, 
God and man, and demand authoritatively, © Father, 
« will that thoſe I love be with me where J am.” 
As God, he tells his diſciples, that without him they 
can do nothing; though the Doctor ſays, with equal 
modeſty and truth, that he was particularly ſedulous 
and careful to ſuppreſs any notions they might enter- 
tain of the ſuperior dignity of their matter. As a 
man, he prays, © Father, if it be poſſible, let this 
© cup * from me.” It is impoſſible that the ſacred 
penmen could give an account of the perſon and con- 
duct of Emanuel, by any other means than by repre- 
ſenting him ſometimes as God, ſometimes as Me- 

| diator, 
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diator, and ſometimes as the child Jeſus, who increaſed 
in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favor with God and 
man ; and no head, but a very perplexed one, could 
find any thing contradictory in ſuch an account, how- 
ever indiſcriminately he may be mentioned as God or 
as man ; becauſe it is preſuppofed by the writer that 
he is believed to be both. He is ſpoken of as a pro- 
phet, prieſt, and king: it might with equal juſtice be 
objected, It is ſaid he is a king, how then can he be 
a prieſt? 'The Word was made fleſh, is called the 
Son of man, and Son of God, and often God him- 
ſelf, as I have before proved. It is true, great is the 
myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleth ; yet 
as he was a man as well as God, thoſe matters muſt 
be revealed which relate to his manhood, as well as 
thoſe which relate to his Godhead, all appearing to 
a mind unwarped by prejudice, or not blinded by 
bloating pride, perfectly harmonious and correſponding. 

It is ftiange that a diſtinction ſo obvious, which is 
all that is requiſite to ſet theſe things in a clear light, 
ſhould be overlooked by thinking beings. What amaz- 
ing perverſeneſs and ſelf-ſufficiency ! As a man, he 
always did the things that pleaſed the Father. Conſi- 
dered as executing his mediatorial office, he ſays, 
„My Father who ſent me is greater than I;“ and 
again,“ My Father is greater than all ;” but then 
immediately adds,“ IT and my Father are one.” As 
God, he ſays, „I give eternal life to whom I pleaſe.” 
And when this unpalatable doCtrine excited the Jews 
to ſtone him, he appeals to his miracles for the truth 
of his divine miſſion, and concludes with, „ Believe 
* that the Father is in me, and I in him;” and then 
eſcaped out of their hands. | 
All difficulties vaniſh, all objections fall to the 
ground, when we conſider that Chriſt was man as well 
as Cod; though how the divine and human nature are 
united, is not revealed, nor, if it were, could we com- 
prehend it; reaſon's interference to underſtand this is 
as impertinent and abſurd, as to endeavor at under- 
ſtanding ſelf- exiſtence; they are each an object of 
faith only. Chriſt is often repreſented as EE 2 
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© There is one God, and one Mediator between God 


* and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus ; and when the me- 


* diatorial office of Chiſt is kniſhed, Got ſhall be all 
in all, that is, the one only true God; ſuch Chriſt 
ſays his Father is, and he himſelf muſt eternally re- 
„ main one with the Father; for he is the true God.” 
The three diſtinctions in the Divine effence will for 
ever bear record in heaven, yet are the one only ever- 
living and true God. 

The divinity and atonement of Chriſt are the Jachin 
and Boaz on which revelation reſts : remove either, 
and the whole falls to ruin: the Bible without them 
is a mere farce and a ladle, totally unworthy the pe- 
ruſal of any man of tolerable ſenſe. That this is not 
begging the queſtion, like the Doctor's affertions, I 
ſthall now burthen myſelf to prove, in the cleareft and 
ſtrongeſt manner, after having paid my devoirs to cut 
dainty author, and purſued him through his 6th chap- 
ter, —Of the attonement for fin by the death of Chritt, 
Very luckily for me, it is a ſhort one; yet candor muſt 
own that this ingenious Doctor has thewn the mot ad- 
mirable dexterity in crouding into it as many incohe— 
rencies as might reaſonably be expected in a folio 
volume: for a ſample—Chri/t died a ſacrifice, ſo be 
did, a noble ſacrifice indeed. We are not ol liged to ſup- 
poſe that Chriſt died a real ſacrifice, Bravely, Doctor! 
if any one elſe had talked ſo, a wife man would ſuſpect 
that he had not the ſlighteſt knowledge of what he 
was about. This word facrifice is a mighty puzzling 
one, and hampers him terribly. What pity it is he had 
not extricated himſelf from this net, by aſſerting pe- 
remptorily, according to his cuſtomary method, that 
the apoſtles meant juſt the contrary to what they ex- 
preſſed, or that by the word ſacrifice is to be under- 
ſtood a pipe of tobacco; to do juſtice to his ingenuity, 
he has ſaid tantamount to it. 

Again, to ſhew that we are under no obligation to 
Jeſus Chriſt for juſtification, he quotes what none but 
fo bright a genius would have thought the leaſt appo- 
fite, viz. ©* Being juſtified freely by his grace (omitting 
« the next words) through the redemption which is by 
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&« Jeſus Chriſt.” —N. B. He always leaves out - hay 
makes againſt him, or mangles ſuch paſſages z | 
cruelly. This is the only trace of diſcretion I can find 
in his whole treatiſe. ; 
What a ſtrange clutter of claſhing ideas have we got 
here !—*< It is of free grace, it is not of free grace, if 
« Chriſt redeemed us.” (Why fo much ſpite and ill- 
will againſt Jefus Chriſt ? He cannot bear the thought 
of being redeemed by Vim) No man who is a ſinner 
can be juſtified by works ;” yet expreſſes the utmoſt 


indignation and abhorrence of being juſtified thro? the. 


redemption that is by Jeſus Chriſt, and then preſcribes 
moſt cavalierly to his Creator. Is it poſſible to be ſe- 
rious with ſuch an author? Doth not his brain ſeem 
to have lain too long on one ſide, and to make theſe 
tcarful commotions by turning itſelf for a little eaſe ? 
Surely the free grace of God is diſplayed moſt illuſtri- 
ouſly in giving his Son to redeem us. Let the apoſtle 
John anſwer him: “ Herein is love, that God hath 
«++ ſent his Son to be a propitiation for our fins. Here- 
by perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down 
his life for us. He is the propitiation for our fins, and 
not for ours only, but for thelins of the whole world.” 
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Indeed, my dear Miſs, it is time to bid farewel to 


this extraordinary author and his abſurdities ; for his 
inconcluſive practical conſequences, exhortation, and 
concluſſon, are all pieces of the ſame fine writing as 
the reſt of his productions. Leaving then this miſe- 
Table zany of Socinus to flounce in the mite of his 
own raking tozether, I ſhall now lay before you this 
dectrine as revealed by the ſacred writers, by quotin 
a few paſſages as they occur to my memory, which 
intreat you to read with attention, and then tell me if 
you think it poſſible for any intellectual being to ſup- 
poſe, that the great God would trifle with his creatures 
in a matter of ſuch moment, and fillthem with vain hopes, 
yet mean nothing by the following texts of Scripture ? 
Chriſt died for our fins, according to the Scriptures. 
He gave himfelf a ranſom. -Was made ſin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him. He bore our ſius in his own body on 


the 
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the tree. Ve are not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as ſilver or gold, but by the precious blood of Chriſt — 
He by himſelf purged out fins.—Unto him that has 

loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen.—Feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
own blood. —Chrift our paſſover is ſacriſiced for us. — 
I lay down my life for my ſheep. —The Son of man 
came to give himſelf a ranſom.—For a good man onc 
might even dare to die; but God commended his love 
towards us, that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died 
for the ungodly. —Damnable hereſy, denying the Lord 
that — them. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteouſneſs in the remiſſion of ſins; that he might be 
juſt, and yet the juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus, 
By the grace of God he taſted death for every man. 
By his own blood he entered into the holy place, even 
heaven itſelf, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us.—Chriſt was once offered to bear the ſins of many, 
and ſhall appear the ſecond time without fin unto fal- 
vition. (The laſt recited paſſage is of itſelf alone a 
ſufficient proof of chis doctrine; he was undefiled, 

could not therefore appear the firſt time with fin, un- 
leſs with the fins of others.)—The Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the fins of the world. In whom we have 
redemption, through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, 
(The ſame words repeated in another epiſtle.) —Juſti- 
hed by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath, thro? 
him.—God hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 


Chriſt.— Without ſhedding of blood there can be no 


remiſſion ; but it was impoſſible for the blood of bulls 
or of goats to take away ſin.— The precious blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. We are ſanctified by the 
offering of the body of Jeſus ; for by one offering he 
hath for ever perfected them that are ſanctiſied. We 


have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 


Jeſus.— He, that he might ſanctify the people by his 
own blood, ſuffered without the gate.—Chriſt hath 
ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, to whom be 
praiſe and dominion for ever and ever, Amen. - 
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The inſtitution of ſacrifices by God himſelf, the vi- 
carious offering of Abraham for his fon accepted by 


God, the paſchal lamb, the ſcape goat, the brazen ſer- 
pent, (applied by Chriſt unto himſelf) all the types, 


prefigurations, and ceremonies of the Jewiſh church, 


while under the theocracy, in a word, every thing in 


the Old Teſtament, has a reference to that ſacrifice, of 
whom it was propheſied, ** That he hath ſurely borne 
our griets and carried our ſorrows, was wounded for 


our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our intirmities ; the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and by his 


„ ſtripes we are healed ; for it pleaſed the Lord to 


* bruiſe him, and lay upon him the iniquities of us all: 
he made his foul a ſacrifice for fin,” &c. Ifaiah liii. 
Were any thing more neceſſary to prove theſe doc- 


trines, I could bring the argument to hinge on one 
point, and ſet it in the cleareſt view, by a method of 
reaſoning never yet urged, by a proof irrefragable, in- 
conteſtable, and perfectly invincible, as mutt be al- 
lowed by all, if capable of the ſlendereſt exertion of 
intellectual powers, viz—If I can make it appear (as 


he muſt be either the Creator or creature) that Chrift 


is the Creator of all things (and that the apoſtles John 
and Paul have done to my hand) that he came not 


into the world to any ſuch purpoſe as a moral teacher, 


nor could poſſibly die to confirm his doQrines, there 
needs no more; all objections will then be nugatory 
and unworthy of a man of ſenſe: this, tho' never yet 
attempted, will ſet the doctrines of the divinity and 
atonement of Chriſt beyond all poſſibility of cavil, and 
render all oppoſition for the futwe intirely futilous, 


If Chriſt is a mere man, and came into the world 


only as a moral teacher, and died with no other view 
than to confirm his doctrines and leave us an example, 
I affirm that he had no divine miſſion, and conſequently 
that thoſe books which claim to be a revelation are a 
moſt groſs and palpable impoſition on the credulity of 
mankind, I will proceed to ſhew, and I do not in the 
leaſt doubt to your perſect ſatisfation, how incongruous 
it is with reaſon and common ſenſe, as well as to the 
whole tenor of Scripture, that Jeſus Chriſt came from 


heaven - 
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heaven to earth only to teach morals, or that he could 
lay down his life With. ſo impertinent and ridiculous a, 
view as to confirm the utility of moral obligations. 

This important ſubject muſt be reſerved for another 
letter. J am, Mißz, with the ſincereſt eſteem, your 
mot Wachtel moſt „Walken, and moſt humble ſervant, 

Vo MENECRATES. 

* The Editor finds himſelf much embarraſſed for 
an apology to the diſſenting miniſtets of this province, 
who.have with ſo much zeal and aſũduity circulated , 
that elegant and maſterly piece of ftrong thinking and 
fine writing, the Appeal, c. for however invidiou and 
offenſive any attempt to defend the character of Jeſus, 
Chriſt may he now, there certainly were ſome reverend 
gentry formerly, even amongſt the Preſbyterians, to 
whom he neither appeared obnoxious or coptemptible. 
But opinions and fathions.aze daily RuQuating : even at 
preſent his reverend liverymen are not totally unmind- 
ful of him; ſor they {till continue twice a year (ac- 
corging to the laudable cuſtom of Hibernians) to drink 


the memory of the aforeſaid perſon. 


The author of theſe letters was weak enough ta 


think himſelf under ſome obligations to our Savior ; ; 


and the effuſions of gratitude are not incompatible with - 
moral rectitude or moral excellence; and when one is 
ſtimulated to ſuch expre ſſions by the moral ſenſe, they 
cannot claſh with the fitneſs of things, manifeſt the 
leaſt moral turpitude, be offenſive to a moral governor, 
or, tarniſh the tints of the natural beauty of virtue. 
This is all that can be pleaded in excuſe for him ; but 
as it contains the whole ſubſtance of a modern ſermon, 
which conſiſts in nothing more than ringing the changes 
on the above words, he hopes it will be accepted, 
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